
experience, that on the third day
from the operation the calculus
would be easily removed, with
scarcely any pain to the patient.
Accordingly, on the day appoint-
ed, those who were present at
the operation were in attendance,
and saw Mr. Lizars gently intro-
duce his finger into the wound,
while the patient lay in bed, and
then, guiding a scoop along the
finger, bring out the calculus,
which was as large as a chicken's
egg. with all the ease imaginable.
The patient, a gentleman of sixty-
four years of age, had a quick
recovery.
Mr. Lizars speaks highly of

leaving the calculus till the third
day, when it cannot be readily
extracted at the time of the ope-
ration. By that time the suppu-
rative process has commenced,
and all the parts concerned are
quite relaxed. This is the me-
thod introduced by the French
surgeon Franco, as the operation
a deux temps, and which has been
condemned by some of our modern
writers. Mr. Samuel Cooper
strongly reprobates the practice
of putting a patient to bed with a
stone in his bladder ; and advises
that, rather than do this, we
should make an opening adequate
to its abstraction ; or if this can-
not be done, he tells us to break
down the calculus and remove its
fragments. If the long and con-
stant irritation of a calculus, or
calculi, has the effect of thicken-
ing the coats of the bladder, and
diminishing its capacity ; and if
the cutting into that viscus causes
its fibres to contract, and firmly
grasp the calculus, as the uferus
does its placenta when about to
throw it off,—both of which oc-
currences experience shows us
to be almost invariable attendants

on the disease, and the operation
for its removal,—then all reite-
rated and painful attempts to re-
move and break down the calcu-
lus will not only be improper, but
must also tend greatly to endanger
the life of the patient. The cases
in which Mr. Lizars has tried this
operation a deux temps have been
attended with the greatest suc-

cess, and he has removed, on the
third day after the operation, very
large calculi with the utmost ease.
He has hitherto made one or two
gentle endeavors to bring away
the calculus at the time of the
operation, but if he does not rea-
dily succeed, the patient is put to
bed. So convinced is this expert
operator of the superiority of this
plan, that he declared to his me-
dical brethren, at the operation I
have just mentioned, that were it
his misfortune to be obliged to
submit to the operation of lithoto-
my, he would not suffer the for-
ceps or scoop to be used before
the third day.— Gibson's Medical
Sketch of Dumfries-shire.

VI.
LIGATURE APPLIED TO THE AORTA

The following case was communi-
cated to a foreign Journal by Mr. J.
H. James, a Surgeon at Exeter,
England.
The patient, a man aged 44, had
an aneurism of the external iliac.
The situation and size of the tu-
mor seemed to preclude any at-
tempt to tie it above ; and I was
induced to adopt the plan revived
by Mr. Wardrop, of applying a

ligature on the femoral below it.
This was done on the 2d of June,
and it was at first followed by a

very sensible decrease in the tu-
mor ; but shortly the ground gain-
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ed was again lost ; and after con-
siderable further enlargement, it
became evident that the process
of sloughing was about to take
place. Under these circum-
stances, the patient's situation
was fully and explicitly stated to
him ; and he, having judged that
it was better to take the only
chance that remained, than pe-
rish by bleeding ; his nearest re-
lations also having given their full
and deliberate assent, I perform-
ed the operation alluded to on the
5th of July, nearly in the situation
in which it was done by Sir Astley
Cooper. Much difficulty was ex-
perienced from the great and very
embarrassing protrusion of the
bowels. The ligature, neverthe-
less, was applied, but the patient
died in the evening, having suffer-
ed extreme pain in the aneurismal
limb from the time the ligature
was drawn.

On examining the body, it was
found that the ligature had been
applied to the aorta without in-
cluding or injuring any other part.
It was also ascertained that the
probable reason of the failure of
the first operation arose from a
cause that could not have been
foreseen ; namely, that instead of
the usual distribution of the arte-
ries below, the external iliac, in
this case, divided into two nearly
equal trunks ; and although the
artery corresponding to the femo-
ralis superficialis had been cor-
rectly tied, the channel through
the other remained open. The;
weight of the tumor was nearly
four pounds. I shall only further
add, that circumstances prevent-
ed me from performing the ope-
ration from the side of the abdo-
men, or from tying the common;
iliac, which I should have pre-
ferred, if practicable.

BOSTON, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 1829

MASS. MED. COMMUNICATIONS.

We have before us Vol. IV., Part
VI., of the Medical Communications
to the Massachusetts Medical Socie-
ty. The numbers and titles of the
papers are as follows :—

VIII. Memoir of Edw. Aug. Ho-
lyoke, M.D., &c.—The memoirs of
Dr. Holyoke contain, as might be
expected, few facts of interest, ex-

cept those connected with the great
age to which bis life was prolonged.
Indeed they present, through their
whole details, scarce any occurrence

sufficiently remarkable to be here
designated. From the early age at
which he commenced practice to the

day of his death, Dr. II. appears to
have kept the even tenor of his way,
in the honest and faithful discharge
of his duties as a citizen and a phy-
sician. The principal means which
contributed to his longevity, accord-
ing to his biographer, were a good
constitution and a cheerful temper.
Even his temperance, in the present
sense of the term, does not appear to
have been unusually rigid. He in-
dulged moderately in the pleasures
of the table, took his fruit before
dinner and bis wine afterward,"chew-
ed his pigtail and smoked his pipe,
kept away indigestion by good spirits
and exercise, and removed the ill
effects of occasional excess by subse-
quent privation. The best lesson of
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